
 

 

MINUTES OF THE 
HUMANE SOCIETY OF STANISLAUS COUNTY BOARD MEETING 

HELD JANUARY 5, 2020 
 
The monthly Board of Directors meeting of the Humane Society of Stanislaus 
was called to order by Treasurer Tamra Helton January 5 2020 at 3:33 p.m., 
1620 N. Carpenter Road, Suite C-23, Modesto, California. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Secretary Chris Moore and Treasurer Tamra Helton - Present 
                   President Persefini Quintero - Absent 
 

In attendance - GTC of Marketing Tasha Stanion; on conference call GTC of 
General Admin Terasa “T” Tate; Tim Helton, Melinda Browne, Sharon 
Dressler . Renee Rhoy, Melissa Bowling and Lacey Copeland.  Valerie 
Handley joined the meeting during the Financial Update. 
 
Financial Update 
 
Treasurer Helton gave the financial report.  Presently there is $9,786.86 and 
$957.76 for a total of $10,744.65. $6,000 in transit from past adoptions will 
be deposited shortly.    
 
HSSC will be making a $6,000 payment on the higher interest rate loan of 
the two $10,000 loans had out to assist with the payment of the outstanding 
veterinarian bills.   One loan was at 1% interest and one at .1%.  Payments 
of $500 each per month beginning in May of 2020 and the term ends 
December of 2021. 
 
Next Board meeting the First Quarter Profit/Loss report will be made 
indicating there has been an approximate loss of $8,000.  Animal vet bills 
were the largest expense.  Monthly bills were October $5,073.94; November 
$1,233 and December $2,092.  The BOD transitioned in October of 2019.  A 
previous Board member had caused cross contamination and illness among 
our animals due to overcrowding.  The result was an outbreak of serious 
disease known as coronavirus which led to the euthanization of two of the 
cats as it had progressed to FIP.  Due to their compromised immune 
systems, secondary and ongoing illness caused continuing vet bills.  The 
second largest expense has been the monthly rent of the office and third 
food and supplies for our foster animals. 
 
Status of Office 
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HSSC's present rent is $1,100 per month.  This office is too large and we will 
be looking to downsize.  The office will be vacated no later than February 15, 
2020.  HSSC will be able to spend more funds on the animals.  Treasurer 
Helton asked for any suggestions to be submitted for consideration.  Once 
again she reiterated that this move is a downsizing not closing of our 
organization.  The pantry is not closing and we will be donating our excess 
food not needed for our fosters.   
 
The Treasurer stated that a 10 by 20 foot storage unit had been rented 
yesterday.  All our equipment and adoption supplies had been removed from 
Petsmart at the end of Saturday's adoptions.  It has come to the attention of 
the BOD that Petsmart has agreed to allow another rescue to conduct 
adoptions illegally. The current Board does not support illegal activities and 
can no longer support Petsmart while this is going on.  Additionally, multiple 
sources have reported that our supplies seem to be disappearing from 
Petsmart.  Petsmart Corporate offices will be notified.  Our cat specials of $5 
and dog specials of $100 will continue. 
 
We are holding a pop up adoption event at the Regal Theatre for the opening 
of Dr. Doolittle.  Even though HSSC will be pulling out of Petsmart, there are 
other options available that can be pursued but this will require the 
appointment of Intake, Foster and Adoption GTC’s.  
 
Renee Rhoy stated HSSC had originally been approved at Petco when first 
incorporated and will be a source to look to. 
 
Status of animals and Rebecca Kerr’s request for training of Miley 
 
 

● Nancy - recently had an extensive vet visit indicating she is closer to 8 
years of age rather than 2 years at time of rescue.  It appears she is 
suffering from kidney failure.  She must be on a special diet that will 
cost around $100 per month; 

 
● Maxie - fostered through the Friends of SASA program.  She is 

extremely introverted and fearful.  Rebecca Kerr, her foster, made the 
decision to adopt her to ensure she would not be returned to SASA 
during this transitional time for HSSC.  HSSC did a courtesy pull for 
her and adopted her to Rebecca for $0.  She has agreed to have her 
spayed and rabies vaccine within 10 days of adoption. 

 
● Miley - an extremely hyperactive puppy.  She has officially been 

classified as a “bite dog."  Rebecca has worked extremely hard with 
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her but has decided she will donate $350 to have Miley receive training 
at Big Basin. 

 
 
Update and creation of manuals and handbooks for BOD, Fosters and 
Volunteers 
 
Focus during the downtime will be on updating and creating handbooks for 
our volunteers and fosters in order to come back a stronger organization. 
 
Renee Rhoy questioned the Mission Statement of HSCC and believed without 
adoptions HSSC would not be meeting that statement.  However without the 
above-mentioned GTC’s in place adoptions will not be possible. 
 
Treasurer Helton stated there still remains a possibility to foster for SASA.  
She felt that irresponsible fostering was not the organizations mission either.  
HSSC will be donating vaccines to different organizations, food donations, 
providing financial assistance with medical bills, microchip donations which 
promotes the mission statement.   
 
In response to a question for clarification of the GTC positions, Ms. Helton 
reported that according to Petsmart Charities, an organization should have 
three levels - Board of Directors; Staff (our GTC positions) and volunteers.  
This is what was envisioned for the next two years by the BOD and it has not 
happened yet.  
 
 
GTC Application - Renee Rhoy - Animal Health 
 
Renee submitted her application to be an Animal Health GTC Co-Chair and 
has been an essential part of the team.  We welcome her to the team.  
During the downtime, she will still be scheduling vet appointments and 
monitoring the animal health emails.  Also working on our foster manual. 
 
Renee’s application was accepted by the Board previously and announced at 
this meeting. 
 
Treasurer Helton announced she would like to present an update of the 
current situation of HSSC.  Two resignations have taken place in the last 
month.  Secretary Moore and President Quintero had submitted their 
resignations.  Per the bylaws, these must be accepted by a vote.  Both were 
denied as the immediate shutdown of HSSC would result.  Three officers are 
legally required to maintain the organization.  Secretary Moore will remain 
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as an active Board of Director.  President Quintero has been designated to 
be President in name only. 
 
This Board believes that with a stronger foundation it will allow the 
organization to come back stronger. 

 
 

GTC Updates 
 

General Admin 
 
GTC Tate reported the status of the Fair Market Value inventory of donated 
food.  It seems much of the UPC codes are no longer valid so her volunteer 
assisting with this inventory will be simply looking up by name.  Pam Hurban 
has agreed to come back to provide data entry. 
 
Marketing 
 
GTC Stanion provided a report on the Marketing division.  She presently has 
a volunteer, Anna, who is updating Instagram; Steffy Jensen a previous BOD 
has agreed to assist with graphic arts on a limited basis and Tiffany who has 
been handling donors and Facebook donations. 
 
Her main priority will be to focus on the promotion of the open GTC positions 
with the first to be Volunteer GTC.  This position will oversee a team of their 
creation by reaching out to the volunteers we presently have on Better 
Impact with a telephone call and try and establish a rapport to assess their 
interests and strengths.   
 
 
Current fundraisers are: 
 

● Comedy Show on January 9 at Ralston’s Goat.  Sales have been slow 
due to the price and time of year.  Unfortunately ticket prices were set 
before a sponsor was gained for the headliner.  Since then, Aksland 
Real Estate has agreed to sponsor. 

● Tee Shirt Valentine’s Day presently ongoing.  This required very little 
of her time to organize and will be a nice profit. 

● Restaurant fundraisers include Buffalo Wings and Rings on January 26 
offering special pricing for the entire day.  15% of the proceeds will be 
donated; Chipotle is scheduled for February 8 and they donate 
approximately 33% of the proceeds.  

● Treasurer Helton spoke to the beginning discussions for a tattoo 
fundraiser in the near future. 
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GTC Stanion will also be contacting Yogurt Mill, an extremely successful 
fundraiser last year. 
 
Future goals are to establish a corporate monthly donation program by June.  
Possibilities mentioned were SaveMart and Costco.   
 
 
 
Animal Health 
 
GTC Rhoy spoke to the special needs of Nancy as discussed earlier and 
working on getting her healthy and adopted. 
 
Mango, one of our dogs, at the time of spay was diagnosed with two luxating 
patellas.  She was examined by Sylvan Vet  and their examination and 
recommendations included surgeries totalling approximately $3,000.  Quotes 
will be sent to three other vets in the area for their evaluation and 
recommendations with price estimates.  Mango has a vet appointment at 
Ceres Vet on Monday for examination and recommendation.  The possibility 
of amputation was also discussed. 
   
Public Comment - Limited to five minutes on items not on the 
Agenda 
 
Ms. Handley turned in the 501c3 determination letter for CIP as requested.  
She asked the BOD to seriously consider not shutting down HSSC.  She had 
spent the last two years on the Board working hard to make the organization 
successful.  She was reassured that was not the intent of the current BOD 
but to step back, regroup and come back stronger. 
 
Treasurer Helton reported the current Rehoming Assistance Program has 
been discontinued.  We will be securing a post office box in the very near 
future for mailing purposes.  Locations for future BOD meetings have been 
discussed and the possibility of using the room at Michael’s Pizza would be a 
possibility.  Ms. Rhoy shared that SaveMart has locations where they have a 
meeting room they make available to the public for meetings. 
 
 
With nothing further to come before the Board, Treasurer Helton adjourned 
the meeting at 5:04 p.m. 
 
DATED:  JANUARY 5, 2020 
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CHRIS MOORE 
SECRETARY 


